Abstract
INTRODUCTION
influence the response. In addition, (H4) we expect that different functional groups should respond 107 differently, with forbs being more responsive. Lastly, (H5) we assume that the variability of ANPP 108 should be highest on the dry and heterogeneous S-facing slope.
The duration of precipitation manipulations has been estimated applying the method of extreme provided by the local meteorological station of the Torricchio Nature Reserve.
144
The total above-ground biomass was collected in a sampling area of 400 cm² (10 cm × 40 cm) in 145 each sub-plot once a year at the end of the treatment period (peak biomass harvest, a common 146 measure for ANPP). The size of the sampling area was used in previous similar studies in
147
Mediterranean grasslands (Golodets et al. 2013 The hypotheses H1, H2 and H3 were tested using for each study year (2011, 2012) 
220
The increase in relative soil air humidity during rainfall events in the rainfall reduction treatment
221
( Fig. 1 ) depends probably on water runoff during major precipitation events. However, we did not 222 aim to test for total exclusion of water availability but rather aimed to establish a gradient of water 223 availability.
224
Furthermore, temperature alterations observed under the rainout shelters were relatively low and 
